
July 28, 2022

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and Zoom Conference due to
COVID-19 on Thursday, July 28, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman, Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson Councilman Allen
W. Floyd, Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, Councilman,
Councilman Milton W. Troy, II, and Councilman Robin Turner. Also present were G.
Timothy Harper, Administrator, Kent M. Williams, Deputy Administrator, Charles L.
McLain, III, County Attorney, and Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative
from the Star & Enterprise was not present and was duly notified.

Chairman Atkinson called the meeting to order and asked Councilman Allen W. Floyd to
lead the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of
Information Announcement.

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and
carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 12,
2022.

The County Attorney told Council that items A, the third, reading for the ordinance listed
on the agenda as follows were not ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance #2022-07 An
Ordinance to Amend the Provisions of the Marion County Code of Ordinances Relating
to Taxation/Service or user Fees/Uniform Service Charges, so as to Provide for the
Creation of the County Road Maintenance Fund, The Continued and Recurring
Imposition of a Road Maintenance Fee, and the use of the Revenues Collected from the
Road Maintenance Fee; To Provide Certain Findings with Respect to the Road
Maintenance Fee Required by the South Carolina Supreme Court in Burns V. Greenville
County Council and Other Matters Relating Thereto;

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of
Ordinance #2022-07 An Ordinance to Amend the Provisions of the Marion County Code
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of Ordinances Relating to Taxation/Service or user Fees/Uniform Service Charges, so as
to Provide for the Creation of the County Road Maintenance Fund, The Continued and
Recurring Imposition of a Road Maintenance Fee, and the use of the Revenues Collected
from the Road Maintenance Fee; To Provide Certain Findings with Respect to the Road
Maintenance Fee Required by the South Carolina Supreme Court in Burns V. Greenville
County Council and Other Matters Relating Thereto was not ready.

The Administrator presented to Council a copy of the report from Committee #1. Mr.
Harper gave an overview of the discussion regarding longevity pay for employees using
the ARPA funds. The recommendation from the committee was to approve a $150 a
year longevity one-time payment of up to twenty years (20) for full-time employees and
$100 for part-time employees and employees that had completed probation with less
than a year of employment. Mr. Harper stated the following elected officials would be
excluded. The Sheriff, Probate Judge, Clerk of Court, and Coroner. Mr. Harper told
Council that the Sheriff, Probate Judge, and Clerk of Court will be getting a $15,000
supplement from the State. The Coroner will get a $35,000 supplement. This was the
recommendation of the Administrator. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd,
seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously. (A copy of this report will
be attached to the minutes).

There was no report given by  Committee #2.

The County Attorney passed out copies of the MOA regarding Swamp Fox Enclave.
After the presentation from Mr. Sexton on July 12th regarding the entrance on Highway
501 at Galveston Court. Mr. McLain had a few concerns about the MOA and wanted to
review it before approval. Mr. McClain pointed out the highlighted area on page 2 and
stated that the County would not be taking the road until phase 4 is started. Motion was
made by Councilman Floyd, to approve the MOA seconded by Councilman Foxworth,
and carried unanimously.

Ms. Tanha Brunson Zion Community Organizer appeared before Council to speak on
the Zion Community Park’s sign. Ms. Brunson presented a copy of her presentation.
She wanted to thank Councilman Buddy Collins for what he had done for the Zion
Community. Ms. Brunson is requesting that the name Zion is added to the sign. Motion
was made by Councilman Turner to name the park Buddy Collins/Zion Community
Park. The motion was seconded by Councilman Floyd and carried unanimously.
Chairman Atkinson thanked Ms. Brunson for her presentation.

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper had nothing
new to report.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper told Council
that numbers are increasing in the County regarding COVID-19, but no
hospitalizations.

The Administrator provided Council with information about broadband. He also
provided a copy of an email from Ms. Sarah Bonnoitt with HTC regarding the
infrastructure project made possible by Marion County’s ARPA funds is now officially
completed.
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Chairman Atkinson stated that Councilman Shaw worked extremely hard in getting
broadband in the Southern part of the County.

The Administrator explained that the FCC limits who can go where territorial-wise for
broadband. Mr. Williams stated that ORS (Office of Regulatory Service) for the State
has given Charter Communications/Spectrum until November 2022 to expand
broadband throughout the service area, especially in Marion County. He stated that
HTC would be allowed to do so with the State ARPA funds.

The Administrator told Council that calls have been coming in regarding a tower in the
Smithboro Community. Mr. Harper stated that Southern Towers build towers and lease
space.  Mr. Harper stated that it may be a Verizon Tower but not sure.

The Administrator told Council that there has been an issue with getting vehicles for the
Sheriff’s Department. Mr. Harper stated that a meeting was held with Enterprise
regarding this said matter. Sheriff Wallace addressed Council and stated there is a
supply shortage and demand for Dodge Charges. He stated that Love Chevrolet has
Tahoes available. He ask for ten (10) and stated that two of the Tahoes will be paid for
by the State through the Department of Safety.

The Administrator told Council that the clerk has provided information regarding the
conference.

The Administrator provided Council with a copy of a Memorandum from Talbert,
Bright & Ellington Engineering & Planning Consultants regarding the Marion County
Airport Project. Mr. Harper gave an overview of the project description and the cost.
Mr. Harper asked Council’s approval to accept the grants. Motion was made by
Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously. ( A
copy of the Memorandum will be attached to the minutes).

The Administrator told Council that permission was granted to look into getting an
engineering firm for a C&D Landfill location. Mr. Harper stated that Davis and Floyd
are being used by most counties across the State. Mr. Harper asked Council’s approval
to contract with Davis and Floyd for engineering services for a C&D Landfill. Motion
was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried
unanimously.

The Administrator provided Council with information about medical care at the
Detention Center. Mr. Harper stated that the County received two bids. They are as
follows: Southern Health Partners and CBH Medical. It was the recommendation of the
Administrator to award the bid to Southern Health Partners for 8 hours per day/7 days
per week. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd,
and carried unanimously.

The Administrator presented bids for the second part which included Mental Health.
Mr. Harper stated that the County received three bids. They are as follows: Southern
Health Partners, CBH, and SC Department of Mental Health. It was the
recommendation of the Administrator to contract with the SC Department of Mental
Health for 7.5 hours per week, Psychiatry 4 hours per month. Motion was made by
Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously.
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The Administrator told Council that bids came in for the animal shelter renovations. Mr.
Harper stated that Senator Williams was able to get $500,000 in the State budget, the
County appropriated $200,000 and a grant application of $500,000 is requested from
the hospital foundation. Mr. Harper asked Council to table awarding this bid until the
August 9th meeting. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by
Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously.

Councilman Floyd brought up the theft that is taking place throughout the County. He
also stated that the judicial system needs to be addressed because the citizens need to
know they are safe.

The Administrator made Council aware that the airport will be shut down for thirty (30)
days due to the renovations.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Turner, and
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for personnel and a contractual
matter.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting,
Chairman Atkinson, stated that no action was taken during executive session called for
personnel and a contractual matter.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to explore a non-binding question on the
ballot for November to look at public safety fees to provide funding for public safety.
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously.

Vice-Chairperson Smith mentioned that Mrs. Odessa Gregg’s daughter approached her
about naming the chapel at the Marion County Prison Camp after her mother.
Vice-Chairperson Smith stated that Mrs. Gregg has been ministering to the inmates at
the prison camp for years. Vice-Chairperson Smith asked Council’s approval to name
the chapel after Mrs. Odessa Gregg. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,
seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss motion was made by Councilman Shaw,
seconded by Councilman Foxworth, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:8:34 PM.

____________________________ __________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council


